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Association of Music Parent (AMP) Board Meeting Minutes 
Oct. 10, 2018 (Orchestra/Choir Room at GBW)  
Attendance: Kim and Jeff Laird, Mary LaVaque, Ed and Melissa Herlihy, Amy and 
Gilbert Goodman, Laverne Street, Amy Erickson, Wendy Garland, Janet Wuertzer, 
Sharon Creaser, Ginna Nemec, Ita Fischer, William Ortega, Betsy Talbott, 
Catherine Lemon, Jodi Baltimore, Heidi Hoppe, Nicole Krueger, Barri Maaske, 
Mary Campagna, Jon Walsh, Roshanda Jones, Channing Johnson 

1.  Call to Order—Presidents Kim and Jeff Laird @ 7:02pm 
2. Review and approval of minutes from the last board meeting of AMP  

(Sept. 12, 2018). Channing moved to approve the minutes; Ita seconded. 
Approval of the minutes was passed.  

3. Presidents’ Report—Jeff and Kim Laird: Audit update: Ita announced that 
the annual audit is complete, and she is prepared to deliver the official 
report to Jeff and Kim Laird. Jeff and Kim will scan the report and Ginna will 
post the results of the audit on the website.  

4. Vice Presidents’ Report— Amy Goodman (orchestra): Entry in the 
homecoming parade was stunning. Susan Blatt (band): All of the 
scholarship recipients for band have said yes, and Susan will forward names 
and addresses to Channing. Amy Raczka (choir): choral concert this Wed.--
we need 4 volunteers and 1 photographer. Can we put out an e-blast to 
recruit for volunteers to fill those slots. Madrigals coming up in Dec.; need 
volunteers. Please add to the main AMP volunteer page.  

5. Orchestra Director’s Report—Bill Ortega. Concert was 2 weeks ago--40 
minutes in length. Mentor/mentee process is underway and works well. 
Homecoming parade was fun. Thank you to the Gubbins (Jack Gubbins, 
junior violist) for donating the use of their car which the students decorated 
for the parade. Guys and Dolls is coming up in early Nov. with full orchestra 
in the pit. New kids have uniforms; newbies need to submit funds to pay for 
uniforms. D87 orchestra event is Tuesday, October 16 @ South all day. 
Morning: Glenbards South, east, and West Orchestras play for each other 
and will receive comments from Mr. Alan Tinkham, Orchestra Director of 
the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra. After the District 87 festival we’ll 
split into chamber ensembles as well as work on music for December 
concert.  

ILMEA auditions were last week Tuesday at Addison Trail High School. 
Festival is Saturday, November 3 @ Elgin High School. 
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Selected to participate this year are: Senior violist Timothy Holman and Junior 
violist Marina Akamatsu. 

 
Lyric Opera:  Friday, November 30 @ 7:00pm - “Il Travatore” by Verdi. 
Orchestra & Music Theory AP (band and choir kids may join us if interested. 
$30; does not include Metra ticket). Complicated story (You’d fall asleep if I 
tried to explain it to you.) This opera Involves the following: a curse, a burning 
at the stake, and revenge! Tenor sings a “High C”! (It’s glorious! You will be 
amazed!) Famous “Anvil Chorus”. (You’ll recognize it when you hear it.) 
This opera is featured prominently in the Marx Brothers’ 1935 comedy film “A 
Night at the Opera.” 

 
6. Choir Director’s Report—Andy Jeffrey. Since the last meeting, choir 

participated in the homecoming parade with theater in building a float. 
Voicemale, men's a cappella group serenaded the homecoming court at the 
pep rally. Mr. Barone, our student teacher, finished with us last Friday, but 
will be conducting at the concert tomorrow evening. ILMEA auditions took 
place we had 10 audition and 2 make it: Jack Vu and Emma Raczka. Fall 
Choir concert is tomorrow at 7:30 at FUMC Glen Ellyn. NIU Choir day field 
trip for treble choir is next Wednesday. Musical is in early Nov. and ILMEA 
district festival is Nov. 3.  
We have four kids participating in ILMEA 9-10 honor choir - Austin Braun, 
Lucas Quintos, Allyn Gordon, Veronica Letarte. On Nov. 5 we will have an 
exchange with Western Illinois University Choir. Nov. 9 is the Lakeside 
Choral Festival at Carthage College for Concert/Baritone Choirs. 
 

7.  Band Director’s Report—Jon Walsh. Band day at Western Michigan was a 
very long day (and well into the next day!). Homecoming weekend was lots 
of fun: hosted 150 8th graders to perform with our marching band. Ben 
Kelleher will represent West at ILMEA. Bernstein, Bernstein, Bernstein at 
the band concert, concluding with R-E-S-P-E-C-T! Fox News 32 at West last 
Friday for a pep rally--this Saturday is our last home football game. Looking 
forward to chair placement, chamber groups, etc.  

8.  Corporate Treasurer’s Report—Channing Johnson. We are flush with cash 
now because we are waiting to pay the Whitewater band camp bill. Re-
allocated money from student accounts into general funds. Scrip is off the 
hook this year! $1500, $1800 concession profits. Question about a 
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corporate-match from one of our donors. Did not see the check, although 
Mr. Walsh did fill out the forms. Sharon noted that the checks may only be 
cut quarterly--Channing will check this out and report back.  

9.  Student Account Treasurer’s Report- Heidi Hoppe. Will send the report 
tonight. Cookie dough accounts will be updated. $37,000 in cookie dough 
sales.  

10.  Secretary’s Report—Betsy Talbott: no report.  
11.  Committee Reports 

a. Volunteer Coordinator- Cherri Morawski. Will put out a call for 
volunteers.  

b. Social Committee-Jennifer Pembroke Johnson--no report. 
c. Fundraising - Ita Fischer. Reported on the Booster shots fundraiser as 

a possibility.  
d. Annual Contributions - Sherry Scheller. No report. 
e. Marching Band volunteers – Sharon Creaser. The end is near! Last 

home game is this Saturday.  
f. Great Lakes Scrips - Pam Kelleher. No report. 
g. Barone’s- Lee Fruit--starts around the end of this month (Oct. 22nd)--

coupons are available to kids at that time.   
h. Greens - Ed & Melissa Herlihy. Tentative dates: Monday. Oct 15 - 

Halloween. Packets will be distributed Oct. 15. Pick-up Sat before 
Thanksgiving. 100% student account fundraiser. Melissa’s idea: Why 
don’t we deliver the greens to people and charge for the delivery? 
How would this work (who is charged, who does the delivery?). 
Charge could be ~$5 and greens delivered to your porch/front door 
(3-4 volunteer parents can deliver). Or can pick up under the MB 
tents. (Ed volunteered to dry out the tents afterward.) Volunteer 
drivers should put plastic or tarp or something similar in their cars.   

i. Communications - Jodi Baltimore. Newsletter went out, plus music 
notes! Lots of emails and questions from parents about the pickup of 
cookie dough. Come anytime from afterschool (3pm) to the band 
room to pick up your kids’ cookie dough.  

j. Yard Signs - Nicole Krueger. 8 yard signs left! Will have a sample for 
the choir concert to take orders. Please collect the forms at the choir 
concert.   

k. Tech shirts - Wendy Garland. On sale until Oct. 15.  
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20-25 orders to date--additional orders available for the choir 
concert.  

l. Marketing/Promotion/Website - Ginna Nemec Jarrett. What 
happened with the by-laws? Ginna will double-check and Mr. Walsh 
will re-send if necessary.   

m. Cookie Dough - Barri Maaske. Completed $37,000 in sales! Best 
cookie dough sale ever! 

n. Poinsettias - Susan Blatt (concert Nov. 28). Will come out around the 
next AMP meeting Nov. 7 (will give updates then). Include in 
November newsletter.  

o. Floral Symphony – Nancy Perlman (spring fundraiser) 
p. Butterbraids - Claire Doran (spring fundraiser) 
q. Concessions - Mary LaVaque/Jeff Laird. Thanks to everyone who 

stepped up to volunteer for the last concessions. Playoff 
concessions? Mr. Walsh noted that the first 2 home playoff games 
are spoken for--AMP has to take its place in line. Pep band at playoff 
games; great opportunity for non-marchers to perform.   

r. Madrigals/Cabaret Night (spring activity) 
s. Program Ads – Mary LaVaque. Has some additional contributions for 

the ads. $620 collected so far (almost all family ads). 6 additional 
concerts in which to display these ads.   

 
12. Unfinished business: 
Mary Campagna has volunteered to be next year’s corporate treasurer. 
Terrific! Thank you, Mary. Channing will act as mentor to Mary and will engage 
her in the audit. 
 
Welcome to our AMP visitors! Roshanda Jones, Amy Erickson, Catherine 
Lemon, & Laverne Street. Amy Goodman introduced her first husband, Gilbert 
Goodman; he has already served on the by-laws committee. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:54.  

 
Next meeting: Nov. 7, 7pm orchestra/choir room 
 


