
Association of Music Parent (AMP) Board Meeting Minutes 
Aug. 9, 2017 (Orchestra/Choir Room at GBW) 
 
Present: Melissa Herlihy, Sherry Scheller, Nicole Krueger, Heidi Hoppe, Amelia 
Goodman, Amy Raczka, Sharon Creaser, Ginna Nemec, Janet Wuertzer, Pam 
Kelleher, Kim Laird, Jeff Laird, Jennifer Pembroke Johnson, Channing Johnson, 
William Ortega, Mary LaVaque, Andy Jeffrey, Jon Walsh, Betsy Talbott 
  

1.  Call to Order—Presidents Jeff and Kim Laird @ 7pm. AMP board members 
and music directors introduced themselves. We were pleased to welcome 
AMP volunteers Amy Goodman and Janet Wuertzer. Thank you for joining 
us!  

2.  Review and approval of minutes from the last two meetings of AMP (May 
31, 2017 and July 17, 2017): Jennifer Pembroke Johnson voted to approve; 
Mary La Vaque seconded. All were in favor of approving the minutes from 
both meetings. 

3.  Presidents’ Report—Kim and Jeff Laird 
First item on the agenda was the vote to approve the nomination of a new 
Corporate Treasurer: Channing Johnson. Betsy Talbott moved to approve 
the nomination; Sharon Creaser seconded. Vote was unanimous! Thank you 
to Channing for your willingness to serve in this vital position. 
 
Jeff Laird reported that AMP made $1365 in profit from July 4 concessions 
(a success!). He noted that popcorn production was particularly successful 
this year. Jeff announced that the curtain raiser will be held Monday Aug. 
28 at 7:30, and that we need to approve the budget for the year at this 
meeting of all parents. 
 
We agreed that Jeff, Kim, Channing, and Jon Walsh would meet briefly after 
tonight’s AMP meeting to strategize regarding the budget.  
 
For the AMP accounts, we will remove Anne Blyth and Tricia Posegay as 
signers and add Jeff Laird and Heidi Hoppe as signers. 
--Jon Walsh, Kim Laird, and Virginia Nemec Jarrett will continue as signers. 
 
 



Budget to be voted on will be distributed to members one week before the 
meeting. Ann Marie Perez will kindly need new and updated emails from 
directors to send out the budget. 
 
Kim Laird mentioned that we should also announce any open positions at 
the curtain raiser, and recruit new chairs. Board members have already 
done this recruiting, and there are no openings; please see the remainder 
of the minutes for the names of new board members (and thank them at 
our next meeting!).  
 
Kim also raised the topic of the audit and noted that Rashesh Shah has 
agreed to take the lead on this year’s audit. Kim described the details and 
requirements regarding the audit. The audit is conducted every year and 
takes place in the early part of the school year, finishing in October. Sharon 
Creaser has volunteered to help with the audit as a board-member-at-large 
(We need one additional board member beyond the VPs to participate.) 
 
Sherry Scheller raised the point of asking parents for contributions at the 
curtain raiser. Jeff Laird noted that this was an excellent idea and that he 
would mention this at the curtain raiser.  
 
Regarding AMP’s presence at the school open house/registration: 
Volunteer parents led the AMP recruitment table and had a very positive 
response; lots of parents were interested and took forms. This led to a 
discussion of what (and how many) tables AMP would need at the curtain 
raiser. Tables will need to be available for AMP to accept contributions; sell 
and distribute yard signs; and advertise purchases for the year’s program.  
 
Sharon Creaser mentioned that distributing a calendar indicating the timing 
of fundraisers would be a great idea, and very helpful to the parents 
attending the curtain raiser. Jeff agreed and asked who could create the 
calendar. We suggested adding dates, contact persons, and phone numbers 
for each event.  Jennifer Pembroke Johnson suggested that we distribute a 
calendar of events on one side, with donation information on the flip slide. 
There was discussion about how best to facilitate this and how many copies 
to distribute. There was general agreement that distributing this 
information to parents at the curtain raiser was a good idea.    



  
Kim Laird asked whether there were any additional topics to address 
associated with the curtain raiser, and as there were none, we moved on.  
 

4. Vice Presidents’ Report— Lynne Morris joined us by phone and had no 
report tonight. Rashesh Shah: brought up the audit, and is seeking 5 people 
to help start the process, including the 3 VPs and Sharon Creaser, as well as 
Jennifer Pembroke Johnson (whom we agree is indeed eligible to review 
student accounts). Amy Raczka had no report. 

5.  Choir Director’s Report—Andy Jeffrey: Announced the annual Choir BBQ 
coming up Aug. 25, followed by curtain raiser and auditions. Choir has been 
invited to participate at the meeting of the IL choral directors at the MAC 
(College of DuPage) in Oct., including participation on the part of young 
freshman women in choir (end of Oct). 

6.  Orchestra Director’s Report—Bill Ortega: Orchestra camp is taking place 
now; ends tomorrow. Includes getting-to-know-you activities, movie, and 
food. Orchestra board members “kidnap” freshman and take them to Glen 
Oak for breakfast. Auditions take place during the first full week of school. 
D41 Elementary students (3rd graders) will be coming again to visit band 
and orchestra, which has been a crowd-pleaser in the past. ILMEA audition 
music is on the website; D87 string fest will be held this year, including all 
the middle and high schools. Carol Stream has a new program, and will 
participate in the string fest in the future; eventually Glenbard North will 
join as well. String fest is Thursday Oct. 19 at East. Lyric Opera trip in 
December.   

7.  Band Director’s Report—Jon Walsh:  Completed graduation, 4th of July, 
band camp (survived terrible weather). Finished the show last night. Thank 
you to the band camp chaperones! Especially our head chaperone—Janet 
Wuertzer! There was a brief discussion of the t-shirts selected by students 
for their section members to wear at band camp. Mr. Walsh says thank you 
for the donation of the podium and for the new and improved sound 
system! Phase 2 will come next summer with a wireless transmitter. 
Marching band has new uniforms! They will be unveiled Aug. 26. Daft Punk 
and In the Heights are the musical offerings for marching band this season. 
Parent show will be held Aug. 22nd. Concert Sept. 21st. Concessions Sept. 2nd 
and Oct. 7th. ILMEA same schedule as orchestra.  



8.  Corporate Treasurer’s Report—Channing Johnson: will be collaborating 
with Bob Hernandez and Jon Walsh to learn the role over the coming 
months. 

9.  Student Account Treasurer’s Report- Heidi Hoppe. Has been trained by 
Anne Blyth. We welcome our new treasurers! 

10.  Secretary’s Report—Betsy Talbott: no report. However: Please give 
feedback to Mary Villmow on this year’s volunteer needs, as well as a 
request to the directors for new and updated parent emails (already given). 
Link to the calendar is on the website and in the news. We will hand this 
link out at the curtain raiser.  
 
Volunteers for curtain raiser: Board members, please sign up! Thank you to 
Mr. Ortega for projecting the volunteer spreadsheet for us; it helped to 
confirm that all slots had been added, including Lyric Opera, and identify 
our many needs for volunteers. 
 

11.  Committee Reports 
a. Volunteer Coordinator- Mary Villmow (see previous presentation by 

Secretary Talbott). 
b. Social committee: Jennifer Pembroke Johnson: Ginna Nemec has 

offered her home for some social events (thank you, Ginna!). Two 
dates are now noted: Pre-game tailgate on Aug. 26th before the game 
(11am), and also on the date of the homecoming parade. Social 
committee is working on dates for a music mixer for adults. The 
committee had discussed strategies for getting freshman parents 
involved, including inviting them right away. More to come on the 
social committee’s planned activities! One idea was to host small 
musical groups at open house between periods; small groups of our 
student-musicians could play in the hall between sessions. Andy 
Jeffrey will bring this up with Pete (presumably Mr. Monaghan) on 
Monday Aug. 16. 

c. Fundraising- Ita Fischer will take the fundraiser-chair position (thank 
you Amy Raczka for your recruiting efforts!) 

d. Annual Contributions-Sherry Scheller. Sherry will be working with 
Treasurer Channing Johnson about how best to transfer checks and 
money between the two of them; the best way to operate. Sherry 
gave a check to Bob and was wondering what happened to it. Jeff 



reported that that check has been deposited. Sherry has 2 additional 
checks for Channing tonight.  

e. Marching Band volunteers – Sharon Creaser. Thank you, everyone, 
for volunteering for marching band thus far. We had plenty of 
chaperones for band camp and 4th of July, and will need people for 
uniform fittings, as well as games. Jon Walsh said he would announce 
at the Aug. 22nd marching band parent night. 

f. Scrips-Pam Kelleher. Scrips had a tornado of excitement. Scrips now 
has a new company (Great Lakes Scrips), with 18 individuals from 
West now established in the system.  Scrips has a new website, with 
a bit more work for Pam Kelleher. 75% goes to student; 25% goes to 
AMP. We need to encourage more people to sign up, especially as 
enrollment is easier with the new system. You can reload the same 
card. We need to announce at curtain raiser, and please ask Ann 
Marie to send out a blast to everyone regarding this. Pam will create 
a blurb for the website and for Facebook, and we should begin to 
share by word-of-mouth. Sharon asked whether family members 
could purchase items that could be attributed to the student and/or 
AMP. Alumni parents participate; anyone can participate as long as 
Pam K. knows. Payment is cash only (debit).  

g. Barone’s- Lee Fruit (thank you for continuing to serve in this role.) 
h. Greens-Ed/Melissa Herlihy. Ed wishes he could be here, and sends his 

report via Jon Walsh: We have the same supplier of greens with little 
change in prices and profits; sales packs will be distributed to 
students Oct. 9. Student orders due Oct. 23; pick up Sat. before 
Thanksgiving—student and adult volunteers will be needed (Ed: 
please let Mary V. know if there are any changes from last year.) 

i. Communications-Ann Marie Perez will need updated email lists and 
directors will provide these by Monday 8.14.2016 (before noon).  

j. Yard Signs-Nicole Krueger/Chrissy Dougherty. Sent out/delivered 
sheets at registration; some parents are waiting for signs who 
ordered through marching band registration; these will be 
distributed at the curtain raiser.  

k. Sweatshirts- open 
l. Marketing/Promotion/Website-Ginna Nemec Jarrett: Is updating the 

website with a goal of making it phone-friendly. She has updated the 



fundraiser page with the general parent audience in mind. We all 
noted the updated changes to the website, and thanked Ginna. 

m. Cookie Dough-Heidi Hoppe. Asked whether we could send out an 
email to parents in advance of the fundraisers, especially cookie 
dough. Heidi will draft an email and will send to Ann Marie to blast 
out. Aug. 22nd is the launch date for cookie dough. Mr. Walsh will put 
Heidi in touch with the cookie dough guy. Sales period is about 2 
weeks in length—sales end after Labor Day.   

n. Poinsettias-Susan Blatt 
o. Floral Symphony-Mary Villmow 
p. Butterbraids-Claire Doran 
q. Concessions-Mary LaVaque/Jeff Laird: July 4 went well! We need to 

replace one of the 10 x 10 canopy-tents (about $100). Janet Wuertzer 
noted that the three functional ones are very nice—it might be nice 
to purchase a 4th that is the same type (Menards). Mary LaVaque 
moved that we purchase a new 4th tent; Jennifer Pembroke Johnson 
seconded.  
 
We had a brief discussion of about the value of purchasing higher-
quality coolers.  Mary L. asked whether coolers for concession could 
be replaced, as lids were falling off, lying on the ground, and coolers 
were disgustingly dirty. Mr. Walsh pointed out that the coolers 
belong to the school, and will talk to Chris Mitchell about possible 
replacement. Dates for AMP football concessions are on the 
volunteer calendar. Sept 2nd is Labor Day weekend, and coming up 
soon! 

r. Madrigals/Cabaret Night 
s. Program Ads – Mary LaVaque: Is in the process of updating the form. 

Mary LaVaque requested an updated email list indicating who is a 
senior to recruit for family ad. Directors discussed the ease of noting 
and sorting by class/grade in each of their email spreadsheets. Mary 
LaVaque noted that program ads allow you to embarrass your child 
for the full academic year! Mary also invited us and our kids to help 
solicit ads in the Glen Ellyn community. 

 



12.  Unfinished Business/New Business: Directors noted that parents may 
donate gently used concert dress. Please donate any clean items to your 
child’s director. No other business to report.  

 
Adjourn @ 8:24—Next Meeting Sept. 6, 2017 at 7pm 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betsy Talbott  
AMP Secretary 


