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Association of Music Parent (AMP) Board Meeting Minutes 
May 23, 2018 (Susan Blatt’s home. 148 Derby Glen Dr., Glen Ellyn 
Attendance: Betsy Talbott, Mary Villmow, Ginna Nemec, Sharon Creaser, Nancy 
Perlman, Jodi Baltimore, Jennifer Pembroke Johnson, Channing Johnson, Susan 
Blatt, Metlin McHargue, Jon Walsh, Rashesh Shah, Andy Jeffrey, William Ortega, 
Sherry Scheller, Janet Weurtzer, Heidi Hoppe, Jeff Laird, Kim Laird, Cherri 
Morawski, Mary LaVaque, Barri Maaske, Clare Doran 
 

1.  Call to Order—Presidents Kim and Jeff Laird @ 7pm.  
2.  Review and approval of minutes from the last board meeting of AMP  

(May 9, 2018). Channing moved to approve. Heidi seconded. All were in 
favor.  

3. Presidents’ Report—Jeff and Kim Laird. Thanks again to Rashesh Shah, Mary 
Villmow, & Ann Marie Perez for your long-time service to AMP! Welcome 
to AMP Jodi Baltimore, Nancy Perlman, & Cherri Morawski, along with Barri 
Maaske.  

4. Vice Presidents’ Report— Lynne Morris: no report. Rashesh Shah: I will 
miss marching band and band camp! Will be back in 3 years. Amy Raczka: 
no report.  

5. Orchestra Director’s Report—Bill Ortega: Thank you, Mrs. Blatt, for hosting 
our party. Mr. Ortega talked about the 3 week process of student-
conducting auditions. Described this a nice opportunity for students to lead 
their peers and improve their musical skills. Announced the new student 
conductor and new orchestra co-presidents, along with outcomes from the 
new orchestra board’s first meeting. Orchestra camp in August for the new 
kids! Music Theory AP exam readings coming up! 

6. Choir Director’s Report—Andy Jeffrey. 3 Accapella groups, including 2 from 
UIUC and 1 from NIU performed at West. Choir BBQ hosted by the Yaniz 
family in the rain last Friday. Music Awards followed by meeting for the 
Italy trip. Graduation on Friday May 25 with Memorial Day performance at 
Lake Ellyn park (11am). New choir board for next year has been identified 
with the first meeting in the fall. Thank you, AMP members for all that you 
do! 

7.  Band Director’s Report—Jon Walsh. Marching Band starts on Tuesday! 153 
marchers. Drum line audition next week, with new music coming out.   

8.  Corporate Treasurer’s Report—Channing Johnson. No new updates. 
Channing will be going through to make sure everything is updated this 
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summer and will deposit band camp payments this weekend. Jeff noted 
some needs for treasurer activities over the summer--please stay tuned! 
Goal (from Mr. Walsh) is for marching band to pay for itself rather than rely 
on AMP funding. Ms. Weurtzer reminded us we had a (shared) marching 
band/AMP tent that fell apart last year that needs to be replaced. Mr. 
Walsh noted that this need can be addressed and approved via electronic 
AMP meeting this summer. Regarding summer income: we noted that 
Heidi, Jeff, and Channing are all eligible to deposit 4th of July checks, should 
someone be out of town.  

9.  Student Account Treasurer’s Report- Heidi Hoppe. In the process of 
transitioning senior to accounts to younger siblings. Questions about 
whether students can make their deposits for the Italy trip from existing 
AMP student accounts. There was a brief discussion about this.  

10.  Secretary’s Report—Betsy Talbott. Jeff and Kim: please send your written 
notes from the Music Awards AMP meeting to Betsy, so she can add the 
minutes of that meeting to the record, along with the results of the election 
for secretary and VP-band.   
 

11.  Committee Reports 
a. Volunteer Coordinator - Mary Villmow (past); Cherri Morawski 

(new): Mary sent an email requesting volunteers for July 4th. Is 
wondering about the ratio of adult: student volunteers for this event. 
Confirmed: We need 8-10 adults for each 4th of July shift and as many 
students as we can recruit. Mary asked for the incoming email 
addresses, which she will transfer to Cherri. Mary is around this 
summer to address questions and will help facilitate the transition.    

b. Social Committee - Jennifer Pembroke Johnson. Ginna and Jennifer 
are planning the kickoff AMP tailgate in Ginna’s yard for Sept. 8. 
Marching kids came by after half time last year to polish off the food. 
This worked well! Will be soliciting volunteers for this event.   

c. Fundraising - Ita Fischer. No report. 
d. Annual Contributions - Sherry Scheller. No report, but Heidi noted 

that money transfers from the Stripe accounts to corporate accounts 
are all set and underway. 

e. Marching Band volunteers – Sharon Creaser. Is gearing up to send 
out the first email blast. Need dads for band camp! Will also need 
water carriers for the 4th of July parade. Note for the new volunteer 
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coordinator: Sharon runs a separate tab on the google docs for 
marching band.  

f. Great Lakes Scrips - Pam Kelleher. No report. Directors noted: Pam 
did a great job of talking up Scrips for the Italy trip! 

g. Barones- Lee Fruit (fundraiser completed) 
h. Greens - Ed & Melissa Herlihy (fundraiser completed) 
i. Communications - Ann Marie Perez (past); (new) Jodi Baltimore. 

There was no report, but a discussion of the transfer of the constant 
contact account from Ann Marie’s name to AMP. How do we make a 
successful transition? Created and provide AMP general email which 
communication person uses. How to pay? Cost: $240 for Constant 
Contact and $200 for the website. Channing noted that a once-per-
year reimbursement would work. Ann Marie will need to call with the 
new information, so our new communications person can start fresh 
with a new CC account and the emails. We have a generic email; 
thank Ann Marie for her great work; we will reimburse her, and our 
new communications person will start anew with Jon Walsh’s credit 
card.  

j. Yard Signs - Nicole Krueger/Chrissy Dougherty 
k. Polos/jackets - Mary LaVaque. We’re in the process of viewing 

sample spirit wear from the links Mary sent via the minutes.  
l. Marketing/Promotion/Website - Ginna Nemec Jarrett. Next year is 

Ginna’s last year! Be thinking ahead about a replacement. Her 
replacement will need to have skills in web development, e.g., know 
how to code. Ginna noted that her learning curve was in learning 
what to put in the “latest news.” Mr. Walsh noted that the most 
accurate music calendar for 2018-19 can be found if you go to the 
GBW website parents tabfine arts tabmusic. This is the accurate 
calendar! (You can also get there from the AMP website.) Please 
note: send your feedback to Peg Mannion in D87 about the website.  

m. Cookie Dough - Heidi Hoppe (fundraiser completed) 
n. Poinsettias - Susan Blatt (fundraiser completed) 
o. Floral Symphony – Mary Villmow (past); Nancy Perlman (new); 

completed! 
p. Butterbraids - Claire Doran (fundraiser completed).  
q. Concessions - Mary LaVaque/Jeff Laird. Jeff noted that we need to 

buy and pop the popcorn for concessions in advance, and talk about 
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what went well/what didn’t go well with concessions last year. Need 
to reach out to Jim Quain about 4th of July and band camp: is he still 
interested in volunteering? Will there be a sweat lodge? For 4th of 
July AMP will need to use a tent previously used by the marching 
band; because that tent is no longer, AMP needs to purchase a new 
tent to share with marching band. AMP representatives will search 
for some good replacement options, study the costs, & hold an 
electronic meeting to consider those options and approve purchase 
of a new tent for AMP in the coming weeks.  

r. Madrigals/Cabaret Night (activity completed) 
s. Program Ads – Mary LaVaque. Please see minutes from the last 

meeting (5.09.2018).  
 

12. Unfinished Business/New Business:  

 By-laws committee will touch base tonight to find some convenient 
dates for a first meeting.  

 Meeting adjourned at 7:57pm.  
 

AMP meeting dates for 2018-19 are as follows. 
8/8/2018: first meeting of the academic year 
8/27: curtainraiser 
9/12 
10/10  
11/7 
1/9/2019: first meeting in 2019 
2/6 
4/3  
5/8  
5/20 awards night  
5/22 final meeting 
 
Congratulations to members of the 2018 graduating class and their music families. Have a safe 
and happy summer! 
 


