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Association of Music Parent (AMP) Board Meeting Minutes 
May 9, 2018 (Orchestra/Choir Room at GBW)  
Attendance: Channing Johnson, Sharon Creaser, Ginna Nemec Jarrett, Janet 
Wuertzer, Jon Walsh, William Ortega, Kim Laird, Jeff Laird, Rashesh Shah, Nancy 
Perlman, Andy Jeffrey, Lynne Morris, Ita Fischer, Mary Villmow, Heidi Hoppe, 
Susan Blatt, Cherri Z. Morawski, Jodi Baltimore, Betsy Talbott 
 

1.  Call to Order—Presidents Kim and Jeff Laird @ 7:01pm.  
 

2.  Review and approval of minutes from the last board meeting of AMP  
(April 4, 2018). Lynne Morris raised a question regarding the minutes that 
was clarified. Channing moved to approve the minutes; Rashesh seconded. 
All were in favor.  
 

3. Presidents’ Report—Jeff and Kim Laird. Welcome to our volunteers! 
We had 3 open positions and they have all been filled: Nancy Perlman 
(floral symphony), Cherri Morawski (volunteers), and Jodi Baltimore 
(communications). Thank you all for joining us, and welcome to AMP! 
 
Jeff moved that we reimburse Ann Marie Perez for her purchase of 
Constant Contact @ $20/month x 2 years ($240 total) on behalf of 
communications. Seconded by Ita Fischer. All were in favor, unanimous. 
Going forward, we discussed establishing an email account for AMP 
communications in the context of the budget process so that an individual 
does not have to be billed and reimbursed. Note: Ann Marie and Jodi plan 
to have a transition meeting.  
 

4. Vice Presidents’ Report— Lynne Morris (orchestra): May concert was 
amazing. Lynne raised a question regarding the need for volunteers at the 
concert--perhaps we don’t need as many volunteers as we had thought. 
Mary Villmow noted that the question concerns how many door monitors 
we need. Mr. Walsh noted that students will be helping to volunteer next 
year and that we likely need just 2 door monitors for a given concert, with 
the exception of the winter (Nov./Dec.) concert. Lynne asked about storage 
of the signs, related materials, table cloths, etc. Jeff suggested that we see 
what works best among the current VPs this year and then re-visit the 
question again next year. (Mr. Walsh noted that materials were made 4-5 
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years ago, and may need to be replaced; also that storage and retrieval of 
materials at West is a challenge). Rashesh Shah: Held transition meeting 
with his VP successor, Susan Blatt. Many thanks to Rashesh for his years of 
service to AMP! Susan noted that Rashesh has made the transition very 
easy. Amy Raczka: no report.  

 
5. Orchestra Director’s Report—Bill Ortega: Chamber Music Encounters (1 

group) hosted at NIU with the Avalon String Quartet. The same quintet 
played for the D87 and GBW art shows and for the underclass and 
upperclass honors nights. Lyric Opera: JC Superstar, featuring a GBW alum. 
Fabulous rock opera with many from West attending, including parents and 
family members. May concert featured the honor string orchestra, 1 
quintet, and regular orchestra. Currently in orchestra we have 6 candidates 
auditioning for student conductor (1 position). Candidates have met during 
lunch, etc., and have had lots of opportunities to practice conducting their 
peers.  
 
Honor music recital May 14 @ 7pm featuring 9 musicians in band, choir, 
orchestra at the Pilgrim church.  
 
Music theory class is busy preparing for the AP exam, for which Bill will 
serve as a grader of AP music theory exams.  
 
Orchestra camp coming up in August! Curtainraiser in late August. (We are 
getting ready for this already!) Invited Maura Doyle, Irish dance champion 
and junior at West, to teach the orchestra kids basic Irish dance. Mr. Ortega 
is making this Irish-dance thing up as he goes! He will be an opera star 
when he grows up.  
 

6. Choir Director’s Report—Andy Jeffrey 
Hosted junior high festival recently with a guest conductor, singing with 
junior high students who ate pizza and then headed home (160-180 7th & 
8th graders).  
 
Hosted karaoke night for incoming freshman with pizza and karaoke. 
Following week: chamber choir opened for Greenville U. in St. Charles. Sang 
benediction; then Greenville came to West. 
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Solo ensemble for the district at GBN this year.  
 
Caberet night at West in the cafeteria, featuring jazz choir + 13-14 original 
acts. Fun night with dessert, coffee, special lighting, and great audience. 
 
Hosted an exchange at Elmhurst. 
 
Choir placements posted for next year.  
 
Spring concert last week (May 3rd) at First United Methodist, featuring 
collaboration with the special education department. (The result of a 
chamber choir collaborationsong for graduationkaraoke!) 10 students 
from life skills participated (you can find their performance on youtube on 
Jeff Laird’s channel). 
 
Honors recital, music awards night, and graduation. PLUS preparing for 
ILMEA for the fall. Memorial Day singing at Lake Ellyn Park. All music kids 
welcome! 

 
7.  Band Director’s Report—Jon Walsh  

Band concert was in late April--Mr. Walsh had the longest concert (longer 
than choir and orchestra), featuring 4 bands. Great to see kids getting older 
and better.  
 
Grading/final exams/sight-reading factory. Final exams look great--noting 
student improvement over time. Significant growth for students this year 
compared to previous years.  
 
Open drumming coming up, preparing kids for drum line auditions. 
May 21: Awards night at 7pm. Freshman and Juniors bring a snack and 
sophomores bring drinks. Elections for new slate of officers: Betsy Talbott 
(sec’y until her graduation in May of 2019) & Susan Blatt (VP-band). 
 
Italy meeting coming up the next week.  
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Band plays at graduation May 25. Marching band practice May 29, 30, 31. 
Note. May 11 deadline for marching band registration! Don’t forget.  

 
8. Corporate Treasurer’s Report—Channing Johnson 
Preliminary numbers for April. Spreadsheets don’t look fully “right.” $15,300 
moved from Stripe to Band camp. $8700 extra to account for.  
~$900 left over for band camp--we will use that amount for planning next year. 
We are within ~$400 of the full year budget to date. $18,650 in the full year 
budget (we’re about $400-$700 off). We’re coming in about where we expect 
to be, finishing the year able to cover all of our costs.  

 
9.  Student Account Treasurer’s Report- Heidi Hoppe 
Butterbraids money has been deposited; Heidi has the spreadsheet from 
Butterbraids that appears perfect, but some extra forms were left with Mr. 
Walsh. All is good.  

 
10.  Secretary’s Report—Betsy Talbott. No report. 

 
11.  Committee Reports 

a. Volunteer Coordinator- Mary Villmow. We had a great year with lots 
of volunteers--and we’re grateful to have Cherri Morawski join us in 
charge of volunteers. Many thanks to Mary V. for her years of service 
to AMP! Tri-MMM students will fulfill their hours by volunteering 
next year across all music events. 4th of July concessions. No wagons! 
Mary V. will talk to Mary LaVaque about the 4th of July (see Mary 
LaVaque’s report below). Dates are not yet available on the district 
calendar for next year’s events.   

 
b. Social Committee-Jennifer Pembroke Johnson. No report. 
c. Fundraising - Ita Fischer 

Ita would like to analyze how we’re doing on the fundraising track to 
be able to compare and contrast the money made from different 
events. She would like to get numbers for the different events so that 
she can conduct an analysis (e.g., are passive fundraisers likely to be 
effective, or as effective as having kids sell?). Do we want to conduct 
a passive fundraiser? (Channing noted that our profits need to be 
below $25,000 to comply with our non-profit status.) 
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Adult events (parent social) are also a possibility--Churchill 
Elementary holds an event for adults only with a silent auction, etc. 
 
Channing has said that he can send Ita the history of what he has; 
Heidi can share feedback from the student accounts. Kim Laird raised 
the example of revenue lost due to our no longer hosting market 
day--Ita suggested that we consider tweaking and re-analyzing our 
fundraising options, and consider passive fundraisers.  
 
Concession dates are set for next year!    

 
d. Annual Contributions - Sherry Scheller. No report.  
e. Marching Band volunteers – Sharon Creaser. Volunteers will be 

needed by next meeting. 
 

f. Great Lakes Scrips - Pam Kelleher. Please sign up for Scrips so that 
you can start earning money for your students’ accounts.  

g. Barones- Lee Fruit (fundraiser completed) 
h. Greens - Ed & Melissa Herlihy (fundraiser completed) 
i. Communications - Ann Marie Perez, stepping down. Thank you for 

your many years of service to AMP, Ann Marie! 
j. Yard Signs - Nicole Krueger/Chrissy Dougherty 
k. Sweatshirts/polos/jackets: see Mary LaVaque’s note that follows.  

 
Polos and jackets 
Mary sent us several links via email regarding possible spirit ware for AMP.  
You can check them out at: 
https://www.augustasportswear.com/adult-outerwear-jackets 
Band polos company (dad of a band kid)  
http://www.pcna.com/trimark/en-us  
If you were looking for a Forest Green performance polo, this would be my pick: 
http://www.pcna.com/trimark/en-us/product/tm16398_reg   

 
l. Marketing/Promotion/Website - Ginna Nemec Jarrett 

Working on online registration for band camp and cleaning up the errors in 
registration. Mr. Walsh will use all the data in the spreadsheet and will 
clean up the duplicates.  

 

https://www.augustasportswear.com/adult-outerwear-jackets
http://www.pcna.com/trimark/en-us
http://www.pcna.com/trimark/en-us/product/tm16398_reg
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Please send pictures to Ginna that are current so she can put them on the 
website.  

 
m. Cookie Dough - Heidi Hoppe (fundraiser completed) 
n. Poinsettias - Susan Blatt (fundraiser completed) 
o. Floral Symphony – Mary Villmow 

Floral symphony chairs will meet in June to plan for next year, planning to 
prepare a page of recommendations to be ready for the fall (with a goal of 
making the event more profitable), perhaps creating the opportunity for 
money to go to student accounts. Thank you for your passion and 
commitment to floral symphony, Mary! 

 
p. Butterbraids - Claire Doran (fundraiser completed) 
q. Concessions - Mary LaVaque/Jeff Laird. Mary LaV’s report follows:  

4th of July. Kid volunteers: need kids for two shifts with phone 
numbers; Mary will set up a remind.  
Parents: need setup crew of about 6. Coolers and wagons only for 
parade. Evening shifts start at 5:00. 

r. Madrigals/Cabaret Night (event completed. Please see Mr. Jeffrey’s 
report.) 

s. Program Ads – Mary LaVaque. Regarding amp ads for next year: Can 
we send a flyer home with the kids and ask them each to find one 
program ad for next year? Maybe first one back gets a Starbucks 
giftcard or something?  

 
12. Unfinished Business/New Business:  
By-laws committee: Will meet in June with Mr. Walsh. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:11pm.  

 
Upcoming meetings and events: 
May 14, 2018. Honors Music Recital: 7:00, Pilgrim Church 
May 21, 2018. Music Awards Night: 7:00, GBW auditorium 
May 23, 2018. AMP meeting at Susan Blatt’s house: 6:30, 148 Derby Glen Dr. Glen 
Ellyn, IL 60137 ALL: Bring food and drinks! (Thank you for hosting us, Susan!) 
***Summer break*** 
Aug. 8, 2018 First AMP meeting of 2018-19.  
Aug. 27, 2018 Curtainraiser 
 


