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Association of Music Parent (AMP) Board Meeting Minutes 
Feb. 6, 2019 (Orchestra/Choir Room at GBW) 
Attendance: Mary LaVaque, Janet Wuertzer, Andy Jeffrey, William Ortega, 
Channing Johnson, Amy Raczka, Ita Fischer, Jeff Laird, Kim Laird, Jon Walsh, Nancy 
Perlman, Sharon Creaser, Jodi L. Baltimore, Bari Maaske, Ginna Nemec, Laverne 
Street, Amy Goodman, Betsy Talbott 
__________________________________________________________________  

1.  Call to Order—Presidents Kim and Jeff Laird 
2.  Review and approval of minutes from the last board meeting of AMP  

(Jan. 9, 2019). Mary LaVaque moved to approve; Ita Fischer seconded. All 
were in favor.  

3. Presidents’ Report—Jeff and Kim Laird led a discussion about the process 
for seeking replacements for graduating parents. 

4. Vice Presidents’ Report— Amy Goodman--no report; Susan Blatt--spring 
AMP scholarships approved (48) and sent. Amy Raczka--no report.  

5. Orchestra Director’s Report—Bill Ortega. 
Hadley 8th grade orchestra visited and we combined orchestras, played and 
ate pizza. Jazz band will perform at next week’s band concert. Tim Holman 
was in the all-state honors orchestra (congratulations, Tim!). Chamber 
music is over; festivals coming up. Ravinia--Gordon Bennett Hall--is one 
option; one group is interested (Sunday May 17). NIU is the second option--
chamber music encounters. Event is April 5-6. Masterworks concert is 
coming up at GBSouth, Tuesday March 5. Featured soloists include Timothy 
Holman on viola--his father Dr. Colin Holman will conduct and Lizzie Mowry 
will sing a solo. Music includes pieces by Felix Mendelssohn, H. M. Gorecki, 
Paul Hindemith, G. Walker, Franz Schubert, and W. A. Mozart. Floral 
Symphony is also coming up, with chamber groups playing (TBD). Solo 
festival coming up on Tuesday March 12. Italy trip is right around the 
corner (spring break) and the orchestra is preparing. 4 violists have been 
asked to switch to violin for this trip (and that’s good)! Lyric Opera field trip 
is May 3rd, just $30 to hear and see West Side Story. May concert will 
feature senior soloists: Kelly May, Ismar Cabrera, & Josh DiGiacoma (all 
violinists).  

6. Choir Director’s Report—Andy Jeffrey. ILMEA featured Jack Vu as part of 
the honors’ chorus; Timothy Holman also participated. Jazz choir has been 
selected, with rehearsals underway. Cabaret night is Friday April 26 in the 
cafeteria, with auditions for the remainder of the program (auditions 
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coming up). Junior high fest to be rescheduled due to bad winter weather. 
Mr. Jeffrey is off to the national conference in Kansas City which features 
Robby Matthew and Jack Vu. Masterworks concert coming up--performing 
combined pieces with orchestra and choir, including the men’s choir singing 
Ava Maria and women singing “I thank you God” (G. Walker) featuring a 
poem by ee cummings. Outside the box in the pop genre (fun!) will also be 
featured to end the concert. 
D87 festival will feature women’s choir and mixed choir on Tuesday March 
19th with guest conductors. Italy tour follows--4 days after, hosting D87 solo 
and ensemble festival at GBWest April 4. 

7.  Band Director’s Report—Jon Walsh. We’re near the end of completing our 
enrollment process for next year and the numbers look good. Ben Kelleher 
made all-state. Pack the Place featured 140 students (big crowd). Batavia 
band fest this weekend (Saturday) for concert band. Parents welcome! 
(Wonderful space in which to play.) Band concert Feb. 12, featuring Jazz 
band, iband, concert band, and symphonic band. Symphonic band will play 
“Of Sailors and Whales,” a Moby Dick suite. Italy travel meeting is coming 
up-- please turn your forms in! Symphonic band traveling to Lemont after 
we return from Italy (23rd of Feb--performing the above piece). We do need 
chaperones for that event. Solo night coming up--large numbers of kids and 
additional judges needed. Goal is to have a schedule ready after the band 
concert. Parents please attend solo night, Tuesday Feb. 26. Two honor 
bands will perform at GBNorth March 12 (information forthcoming). Junior-
senior and Freshman-sophomore bands. Italy rehearsals take place at the 
end of Feb.--beginning of March.   

8.  Corporate Treasurer’s Report—Channing Johnson. Money left over at the 
end of Jan. Just 2 outstanding checks--one from Nov., a lesson scholarship, 
and another for Nancy Perlman for floral symphony. Projection: we are just 
shy of 47K in cash reserves for the end of the year. Opportunities to do 
more at the end of this year--to be discussed.  

9.  Student Account Treasurer’s Report- Heidi Hoppe. Ed Herlihy overpaid 
student accounts by $81. (Ed doesn’t need to write us a check for $81; we 
will designate the funds to Danny Herlihy’s student account). Jodi moved 
that we move the $81 to Danny’s student account. Channing seconded. All 
were in favor.  

10.  Secretary’s Report—Betsy Talbott: no report. 
11.  Committee Reports 
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a. Volunteer Coordinator- Cherri Morawski. Nancy clarified the number 
of volunteers need for floral symphony. Cherri has a volunteer 
interested in a board position (secretary, we hope!) for next year.   

b. Social Committee-Jennifer Pembroke Johnson. No report. 
c. Fundraising - Ita Fischer. Last time we talked about some passive 

fund-raising options. Ita conducted a survey of local restaurants. Her 
findings: Panera gives back $20%; Potbelly gives $25%. Chitpotle 
gives $33%. If we decided to do this, when???? March choices 
include 4, 5, 11, 18, 19, 25, 26, and every weekend. April Mondays 
and Tuesdays are open. Mr. Walsh proposed March 4--dress 
rehearsal night at GBSouth for the Masterworks concernt. Ita will 
take care of it and distribute posters for Jodi Baltimore and Peg 
Mannion. (Can tie into scrips). Can try Potbelly and Chipotle, 5-7pm 
suggested time.  

d. Annual Contributions - Sherry Scheller. Has a list of new donors and 
will update the list soon.  

e. Marching Band volunteers – Sharon Creaser (completed) 
f. Great Lakes Scrips - Pam Kelleher (ongoing) 
g. Barone’s- Lee Fruit (completed) 
h. Greens - Ed & Melissa Herlihy (completed) 
i. Communications - Jodi Baltimore. Thanks for all your great work! 
j. Yard Signs - Nicole Krueger (completed) 
k. Tech shirts - Wendy Garland (completed) 
l. Marketing/Promotion/Website - Ginna Nemec Jarrett: No report. 

(The website is outstanding--well organized and contains 
everything!) 

m. Cookie Dough - Barri Maaske (completed) 
n. Poinsettias - Susan Blatt (completed) 
o. Floral Symphony – Nancy Perlman (spring fundraiser). Wed. Feb. 27, 

tickets went out and many have been returned. GBSouth has a 
website, GSBoosters.org where you can purchase tickets. One week 
in advance we will collect the checks and deliver to Channing. 
Awesome raffle prizes (40!) in addition to the floral raffle. String 
quartet to be identified--Mr. Ortega will identify the students. 
Student pages from band and choir have signed up. South will 
provide a jazz combo. Cherri sent out a sign-up sheet; additional 
volunteers will come from South. We need as many volunteers as 
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possible. Marketing to AMP members: i.e., Girls Night Out! Floral 
Symphony. Mr. Walsh will announce at the band concert. After band 
concert, we need to borrow black table cloths. We have created a 
timeline of things-to-do for next year (it would be lovely to have a co-
chair plus two additional volunteers for next year, if possible!). 
Another idea is to solicit volunteers for specific duties. The discussion 
comes up again as to whether we want to continue co-hosting floral 
symphony…music directors from South would like it to continue. (Or 
should we think about doing something different, such as Sock Hop 
night, Murder Mystery dinner, etc.) Food for thought. We will return 
to this discussion in April, looking at the money earned.   

p. Butterbraids - Claire Doran (spring fundraiser)--Claire has set up the 
fundraiser for the Butterbraids. Start date is March 15th. End date--all 
forms due--by Friday April 12th, with delivery Thursday 18 April. 
Profit per item sold going to the student accounts is $8.40  
Retail selling price is $14.  

q. Concessions - Mary LaVaque/Jeff Laird: no report 
r. Madrigals/Cabaret Night (spring activity): coming up 
s. Program Ads – Mary LaVaque. Looking for someone to shadow her 

for next year.  
 

12. Unfinished Business/New Business. Mr. Walsh raised the issue of the 
auditorium and the sound system and speakers for the folks waiting 
backstage. Speakers backstage currently do not work, so we’ve been 
working hard to upgrade those speakers (by the next show we will have a 
new sound board). Speakers cost $3,072.19. Can AMP cover this? Amy 
Goodman moved that we make the purchase; Mary LaVaque seconded. We 
discussed. Motion passed unanimously. We will send this news to Peg 
Mannion to add to board highlights. 

 
Additional new business raised by Mr. Walsh: Can use extra funding to bring in 
guest artists, etc. for next year. Propose allocating 2K for each organization 
(orchestra, choir, band) to support guest artists next year. GBW will celebrate 100 
years in 2022-23. Idea is to commission music for that celebration to 
commemorate this anniversary--estimating ~3K for each organization to 
commission a piece (or 3). Jodi had another idea---we could possibly provide 
busing to transport kids from lower-income schools to participate in this (or 
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similar) events. Perhaps we could rent a space between the schools for a joint 
concert or performance. Money collected at a concert could go to the donor 
school. We discussed this, along with Mr. Walsh’s proposal.  
 
Note: Symphonic band has been invited to perform at Orchestra Hall--cost is 3K 
from Carthage College for our band to participate. 250 seats at $20/each.  
Date is Monday Dec. 9, 2019. Discussion about whether parents and interested 
audience members would pay that ticket price.  
 
Mr. Walsh: Check out the new music calendar on the GBW website! Fine 
Arts/performing arts department has its own website--new and improved! (Thank 
you, Mr. Walsh!) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:11pm.  
Upcoming meetings:  
April 3, 7pm orchestra/choir room 
May 8, 7pm orchestra/choir room 
May 20: Music awards 7:30, auditorium 
May 22, 7pm location TBA 
 


